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Twenty Years of Caring for MiamiOs Foster Childret
By the Heart of the Community
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Dear Friends:

It is an honor to be part of celebrating twenty years of doing the right
thing for Miami’s children in foster care.

Foster Care Review was created from community frustration and outrage over
the plight of children in the foster care system. In the best use of this energy,

Foster Care Review has become a staple of Miami-Dade’s response to the needs

of these children. Trained volunteers represent the wisdom and soul of our
community, reviewing the cases of children in foster care to assure that we meet our
responsibilities to those who have become dependent on the state as parents. The
panels look not only to the safety and wellbeing of children in care, but help keep
the system focused on the goal of finding them permanent homes. Children are not
supposed to grow up in foster care.

The numbers are amazing. Our volunteers have reviewed the cases of over
41,000 foster children through 26,000 Judicial Reviews.

Our 600 volunteers have contributed 115,000 hours of service.

Serving on a citizen review panel is not a casual volunteer opportunity. It takes
intensive training and a commitment to at least a full day of service a month at
court. Yet our volunteers are steadfast: 33% have served over five years, and 10%
have served more than ten.

Foster Care Review does more than coordinate the efforts of our volunteers.

We help track system performance through our unique database of review statistics.
We articulate the needs of particular groups of foster children such as older youth
preparing to leave the system, and the zero-to-five population. We provide training
not only to our volunteers but to other community organizations. We advocate for
services to the legislature and local funders.

But XX does mark the spot that is the source of our success and the heart of our
mission. To our current and past panel members and board members, and to all of
you who have supported the organization in other ways, we thank you on behalf of
the children.

Ana Maria Pozo, JD
Executive Director
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The dependency system in which | work, particularly those parts of the system
that deal with investigations, intake, shelter care, foster care and processing cases
through the court are near collapse...

The Honorable Judge William E. Gladstone
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An innovative Foster Care Action Project developed by United WayOs Community
Development division has brought together 140 private and public sector volunteers
to develop both short and long-term solutions to address the communityOs foster
care crisis...the most signibcant accomplishment of the Foster Care Action Project
will be the creation of a citizen review pilot project...that will allow panels to review
the cases of children in foster care.
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A United Way plan to turn private citizens into troubleshooters for
DadeOs 1800 foster children won support Monday from FloridaOs
top social services ofbcial. OThe idea is to bPnd a permanent plan for
every child...O said project chairman H. William Walker Jr., a Miami
lawyer. Within three months the group hopes to begin reviewing
foster care cases...

I"#$"%&' (#)* 16/7%18%,!&'(1&)*)
60-&22(%"#263"C6,A2":'%&2("G$4%H

Dade County is pioneering a new approach to solving the
problems of FloridaOs overburdened foster-care system: Using

volunteers to help state child welfare workers and the courts
decide the fate of abused and neglected children.



Miami Herald September 1993
If It Weren’t for Them, Just Imagine...

In an austere chamber of the Juvenile Justice Center in Miami, people around a large
wooden table shuffle through files and ask questions. Their mission: Sift through
the intricacies, mysteries and pain of yet another foster care case...

David Lawrence Jr., then Miami Herald Publisher

Miami Herald June 17, 2001
Panel Brings Hope to Kids...

“Our job is to see that every case we review is moving closer to its goal,” Interim
Program Director Mary Behr said.

Governor’s Blue Ribbon Panel Recommends
Foster Care Review 2002

“We heard compelling testimony attesting to the value of these panels of citizen
volunteers...Miami-Dade’s Foster Care Review program offers a model that merits
expansion here and emulation state-wide.” The GovernorOs Blue Ribbon Panel
on Child Welfare was a response to the crisis identiPed through the case of Rilya
Wilson.

Miami Herald May 19, 2005
Her Mission: Giving Foster Kids a Solid Foundation.

Serving on Foster Care Review'’s citizen review panel, Sharon Jones meets with
abused kids, homeless kids, runaways and kids on drugs, kids who never had
what she and her husband Kenneth gave their own eight children...”l've asked my
panel chair what else can we do,” Jones says. “I don't feel we're doing enough.
My husband says you can’t save the world. But if we can save one child, we did
something.”

Maria Valdes

with board members
'DYLG 'XFN
and Mayda Prego

A Brief Timeline

1988

M United Way task force on child
protection

1989

I FCR enabling legislation

B Administrative Order authorizing
panels to conduct reviews

M First citizen review

1997-2002

B Panels conduct administrative reviews
of youth over 18

M First electronic database
2003

B Miami Child Advocacy Network
(MiamiCAN)

B Independent Living Symposium

M Independent Living task force
recommends IL reviews

B North Dade Medical Foundation
endowment

M Specialized Independent Living panels
start IL reviews

[ Chapin Hall Center for Children
partnership
2007

W Specialized early childhood (0 to 5)
panels

2008

M FCR starts reviewing relative care
cases

B New electronic database

M GLBTQ foster youth training initiative



Twenty Years of Board Members and Panel Volunteers A to Z

Modesto E. Abety
David Abrams
Linda Abrams
Mike Abrams
Marie Acevedo
Randall Aderman
Judith Alagona
Barbara Allen
Mayaly Alvarez
Francisco Angones
Marie Arbelo
Cresencio Arcos
Antonio Argiz

Elsie Argiz

Amy Arias
Christine Arvelo
llana Ascher

Ed Astigarraga
Joan Astigarraga
Ada Avallone

Salmon Bader

Rachel Badilla
Alexandra Baena

Winda Baldwin

Duane and Margo Banks

Berta Blecke I"#$%&$'()"*+%(,-./-+

My Prst memory
of Foster Care
Review was
attorney Bill
Walker at a
Koury League
game, telling me
he had seen a
great program in
Cincinnati that
we should have
here in Miami,

and would | be interested in helping create it? | was pretty
busy with CHARLERt that time, but who could refuse

Bill, so | accepted and told him he owed me one. Bill has
paid me back ten fold since then. Then it was meetings at
United Way on Brickell, with Julia Pope as our facilitator,
soon to be the brst Executive Director, and Judge William

Gladstone adding some humor and wisdom to the process,

as we worked to form the 501c3, build the board, and get
the project off the ground. The rest is history, and a very
successful one. Thank you to all the advocates, volunteers
and staff that have followed, to make life a little better for

our children.

Barbara and Jorge Bargman
Adele Barndollar
Betty Barrios

Carla Barrow

Judith Bash

Ann Bass

Claudette Batts
Elaine Baxter

Ken Baxter

Silvia Beck

Bernard Becker
Alberto Beguiristain
Mary Behr

Isabel Beihswingert
Nevia Bellamy
Ramon Bello
Yanelis Bello
Jerome and Rosalie Beloff
Leyda Benitez-Herrman
H. Allen Benowitz
Thelma Berg
Avernell Bergan
Robert Berman
Carol Bernstein
Montserrat Blackett
Berta Blecke

Brandi Bogar

Philip Bogert

Kathy Bohutinsky
Francisco Bojorquez
Wendy Bolz

Andre Bony

Carolyn Boston
Leslie Botjer
Tashara Bowleg
Milton Brahms
Marlene Broad
Linda Brockington
Fredericka Brown
George Brown

Peggie Brown

Sally Browne
Christine Bruce
Jennifer Bruce
Gwendolyn L. Bryant
Patricia Bursten
Charles and Linda Burton
Duane Busa

Cindy Busch
Adreanna Bush
Steven Butler

Patricia Caballero
Rhonda Calvert
Carol Campi
Richard Candia
Francisco Cantero
Doris Capri

James Carney
Jennifer Carricarte
Rona Carter
Caridad Castro
Laura Catelli

Sol Center

Wilma Chacon
Terry Chierco

Mary Jane Clarkson
Andrea Clough
Kendall Coffey
Evelyn Cohan
Sandra Cohan

Irene Cohen

Phyllis Cohen
Bernice Coltune
Deborah Consuegra
Debbie Conway
Eunice Cooke-Buckley
Xavier Cortada
Antoinette Crockrell
Raul Cuervo
Valerie Cummings



James C. Cunningham Jr.
Abby Cynamon

Jennifer Daley
John Daly

Lois Danis

Susan Davila
Mariso de Colsa
Irene Rivera de Royston
Helen Decker
David Deehl

Aisa Delange
Fred Dellapa

Jean DeMartino
Karen Dennis
Olga DeSosa

Billie Diamond
Clara Diaz
Guarione M. Diaz
Luis Diaz

Colleen Dimatteo
Shirley Dixon
Eleanore Dolfi
Maggie Dominguez
Walter Dorfman
Karen Doscher
Allen Downey
Margie Downey
Jan Draper
Yvette Duarte
Sissy Dubois
Stuart Dubro
David Duckenfield

Marlin Ebbert
Emily Echavarria
Maria Echeverria
Roberta Ehrenreich

Ruth Elsasser
Barbara Eroncig
Phyllis Escobar
Lucia Estrella
Katherine Ezell

Eddie Factor

Joan Farr

Betty Farrington
Jennifer Fernandes
Kathleen Fernandez
Kathy Fernandez-Rundle
Angel Fernandez-Varela
Monica Ferrari

Claudia Ferrer

Harriet Feuerman

Ellen Fink

Mindy Finkelman
Katherine Fletcher
Maria Fletcher

Jackie Flores

Joe Fodera

Peter Forrest

Clara Frieder

Timothy Gaffney
Sharon Gainey
Juliet Gainsborough
Nancy Gamble
Jennifer Garcia
Martha Garcia
Jose Gardens
Francine Garner
June Garvin
Silvia Garzoli
John Geis
Seymour Gelber
Judy Genao

Nadine Johnson Volunteer

| started
volunteering
with Foster

Care Review

in 1995. | have
met the most
wonderful people
through the
years and have
learned so much.
Our hearings,
applying time

frames, gathering all the information, monitoring progress
and making the recommendations to the judges has an
enormous impact on outcomes for our children. The panel
members' commitment and diversity is what makes it
work, along with the support of our judges. FCR is a very

important part of my life.

Carol George

Bruce Giles

William E. Gladstone
Joni Goodman

Terry Goodwin
Michelle Gorman
Roland Goss

Ellen Goulding
Nicholette Grant
Lynn Gray

Noiva Gray

Hosley Gray, Jr.

Rita Greenberg
Sharon Gregory
Evelyn Grey

Susan Guber
Christine Gudorf
Carol Guerra-Doherty
Julio Gutierrez

Clayre Haft

Christine Hagan
Monica Hagan

Phyllis Hains

Pamela Hall

Erin Halleran

Amy Halsey

Douglas M. Halsey
Barbara Harris
Christine Harris
Isabella Harty-Hugues
Joelle Haspll

Claudia Hauri

Denise Haye

Caroline Heck Miller
Linda Heinl

Ruby Hemingway-Adams
Camille Henderson
Suzie Henderson



James (Bing) Herald
Sara Herald
Margaret Hernandez
Maria Hernandez
Linda Hertz

Rema Herzburn
Barbara Hibson
William Higgins
Barbara Hinterkopf
Judy Hochman
Sonny Holtzman
Steve Hope

Alberta Horton
Carole Howard

Edith Hudson

Peggy Hudson
Andrea Hueson-Sharp
Claude Hurst Jr.
Christopher Hutchins
Bruce Hyman

Brenda Jackson
Julia Jackson
Ruby Jacob-Huber
Charles James
Carline Jean
Karolyn Jenkins
Mary Jessie
Ana Jimenez
Laura Jimenez
Marcos Jimenez
Mariam Jockel
David Joffe
Dorothy Johnson

Nadine Johnson
Stephanye Johnson
Jasmine Johnson-Warner
Rebecca Jones

Renee Jones

Robert Jones

Sharon Jones

Claire Jordi

Lucine Joseph

Ellen Kanner
Florence Kaplan
Herb Kaplan
Cheryl Kasprzak
Nancy Katzoff
Silvia Kaupert
Tina Keesling
Mildred Kelley
Steve Kellner
Margie Kenin
Lorraine Kessler
Linda Keyes
Michele King
Nancy Kipnis
Carol Kiryluk
Lou Kleinman
Herman Klemick
Priscilla Klomparens
Rachel Kohl
Marlena Kokin
Marilyn Kono
Regina Koppele
Elayne Krakuen
Patricia Kramer
Judith Kreeger
Phyllis Krug
Astrid Kuncas
Margaret Kunitz
Michael Kutell

Maria Ladera

Luis Lalama

Lynn Landy
Kathleen Langford

$ Mark Lapointe
Julie Lasso
Teresita Lastra
Walter Lavigne
Lonnie Lawrence

Ines Neuhaus "#$%&"(
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Once a month,
| take 836
toward 27th
Avenue, leaving
my beautiful
pampered world
. of Key Biscayne.
| Once a month, |
* meet my friends
~ of the last eight
# years and we
| share our news.
How is the real
estate market? HowOs your nephew doing? Is your husband
feeling better? Sometimes we have new members.

The care and love we all have for these kids is what
brings us together. We donOt do it perfectly. We get
impatient sometimes. We look at our watches and cell
phones and think about other commitments. The feeling
that lingers after doing this over the years will always be
that we didnOt do enough.

But the worst part of doing Foster Care Review is not
knowing what happens to the children long term. We are
not supposed to keep their names, although many remain
in our memories. Their faces and eyes stay with us, their
pain and uncertainty, their frustration at not being heard.

Kids cannot ask for help when they donOt know what
they need. It is up to us to ease their way and show them
there is love to help them grow into healthy adults.

LetOs do this every dayNnot once a month and not just
for the kids we review. We may meet parents who donOt
know how to be parents, or kids who do not know they
have options. We in Foster Care Review can carry the torch
for the safety of all our kids every day!



Laura Rusk Lazopoulos
Charlotte Leatherman
Greisy Ledo

Essie Lee

Lara Leifermann
Cristina Leigh

Linda Leiseca

Maritza Lera

Evelyn Levenson
Evelyn Levine

Bruce Levy

Robert Levy

Jason Liberty

Ana Maria Lichter
Pamela Lillard

Jerry Lipson

Judy Litvack

Ada Llerandi

Daniele Schiano Lomoriello
Dorothy Lonergan
Maryellen Cox Lopez
Omar Lorenzo

Sylvie Lorsolo

Linda Lott

Marlena Lovera

Jay Lowe

Pauline Lowe

Roger F. Lowe
Amparo Luaces
MaryAnne Lukacs
Andrew Luma

Peyton White Lumpkin
Ingrid Lyall

Kathleen Mackay
Andrea Beth Mackson
Jay Malina

David Mandel
Mary-Stuart Mank
Bert Manno

Josie Manno
Christine Mara
Neidy Marcelo
Janet Margolis
Doreen Marina
Linda Marraccini
Gretchen Marshall
Virginia Martin
Patricia Ross Marx
Pier McCarty
Joan McCaughan
Evelyn McCreary
Gloria McDaniel
Dan Mcintyre
Lesline Mckenzie
Kathryn Medford
Toni Meltzer
Genovev Mendoza
Elizabeth Metcalf
Donald Middlebrooks
Grant Miller

Lee Millman

Israel Milton
Michael Milton
Brian Misiunas
Cheryl Moliken
James J. Mooney
Brandhilda Moore
Frances Moore
June Moran
Alejandro Moreno
Myrtle Morris
James Mullens
Belinda Muniz
Ana Munoz
Barbara Murray
Joanne Myers

"#$"#"%&'()*% Volunteer and Board Member

Emotions from
our day in

court include
depression,

hope, anger and
anticipation. So
we were grateful
for the recent case
of a seventeen
and a half year old
boy that gave us

a happy kind of
excitement.

David was born with cocaine in his system and at the
age of one was abandoned by his parents. He entered
foster care as a result of his parents’ substance abuse,
neglect and cocaine possession and was in and out of
foster care at least five times before he turned ten. At the
age of eleven, parental rights were terminated and he
entered foster care again with the goal of adoption. When
he was 15, the goal was changed to long-term licensed
custody, because he liked his foster home and didn’t want
to be adopted.

David currently is a senior in high school. He plays
football and is doing well in school, including in some
honors classes. He has passed the FCAT and has taken
the SAT and ACT tests. When he graduates this year he
wants to study criminal justice or business. At the review
we learned that he had just received a letter of acceptance
from one of the private colleges in northern Florida. The
excitement permeated the whole review.

What makes David's story such a happy one? A long-
term positive adult figure is central. Although he wasn’t
adopted, he was in the same nurturing foster home from
age 11. His foster parent treats him like her own child, and
he will be able to live with her even after he turns 18. His
caseworker of several years has served as an unofficial
mentor, ready to help him in any way she can. Her sincere
excitement about his college acceptance was tangible.

Elation was the emotion of the day for our panel.



Gail Nansen
Margareth Navarro-Lins
Mary Neilan

Ines Neuhaus

Sandra Newson
Kathleen Nichols
Allen Nicholson
Magda Nicholson
Evelyn Nielsen

Sigrid Nilssen
Consuelo Nodar
Dulce Noguera

John Norton

Elisa Nosrati-Shamloo
Arturo Nunez

Marti O'Hara
Marcia Ollie
Paco Orfila
Carlos Orta

Ann Pagan
Lorlie Pagano
Leah Pajon
Kiran Panicakar
Lois Pankler
Leslie Pantin Jr.
Cathy Pariser
Almeater Parker
Angelo Patrissi
Juanita Patterson
Susan Pazos
Rita Peddicord
Emme Pedinielli

Luma Pena Camilla Ponticorvo
Eunice Pena Juliet Possati
Ruth Perez Antonio Prado

Ubaldo Perez Jr.
Zoila Perez-Chanquet
Evelyn Perry

Kimely Pratt
Herb Praver
Mayda Prego

Dianne Peterson Abel T. Price

Diane PinChUk llllllllllllllllllllll
Charlotte Pittman $

Lisa Pittman Silvia Quintana

Melanie Plasir

"#$%&' )#3&*Volunteer with wife Jessica Scher

How does a
child enter foster
care? A child is
left alone with
nothing to eat,
beaten, burned

. with cigarettes,

. abused, infected
with disease or

' addicted before
birth. That is how children arrive in foster care. They are
rescued and given a new start.

The first child I met when | became a volunteer was
Maria, a tall, graceful, young lady. She stood before a
family court judge explaining that she could not go to her
high school prom because she did not have a new dress.
“I don’t want to look like a foster kid,” she told the Judge,
“Not when | made it to graduation.” Knowing official
funding couldn’t be made available in time, the judge took
out a bill and said to the court: “Let’s help her go to prom.
She deserves it.” That day, | pitched in too. Maria left the
court room smiling.

| have been a volunteer for three years. | thought
it would be all sadness, but | was wrong. With help,
wonderful people come forward to adopt a child so
they can have a real family. | have seen this miracle of
compassion at Foster Care Review over and over. With
resources, the foster care system saves a Maria everyday.

Timothy Razza
Dave Reddick
Nancy Reed
Jeanne Regan
Evadne Reid
Jonathan Reidy
Ariesa Render
Janet Reno

Oscar Resek
Edmee Richardson
Carol Rifas
Bobbie Rigby
Liana Rivas
Patricia Rivas
Ronald Rivers
Terry Rizzo

Eric Robinson
Magda Rockett
Manuel J. Rodriguez
Barbara Rogers
Amy Rolnick
Robert Rosen
Debra Rosmarin
Michael Rossman
Janet Roston
Barbara Rostov
Tracee Rothschild
Holly Royce
Dorothee Rubin
Josephine Rubin
Lisa Rubin-Horton
Cessy Rubinson
Maggie Rubio
Joy Ruff

Gabriele Ruiz
Georgia Ruiz
Sharon Russell
Stephanie Russo



Gail Siebe Jacob Strick
Octavio Verdeja "#$%&'(")%*'1+,-.,%/+01%

23 oA+, +9%'")%6&5678'9%:0%:'89.3 Nan'cy Sl.ebert Harriet Stubblepeld
Marian Siegel Devon Stubbs
Damon Silas Paige Sullivan
Schiller Similien Ann Swaner
Carol Singer Elsa Szuch
Charles Smigrod L.l
Barbara Smith "
Joan P. Smith

Phyllis Tannen

Joan R. Smith Michael Tannhauser
Lila Smith Elaine Tatum

Rose Snyder Fred E. Taylor

Isela Solis

Rosemary Tegano
Irene Thaw
Jonathan Thiele
Nita A. Thomas

Foster Care Review taught me there was a different reality  gr,ce Solow

in this world from the one | had known all my life. To Joann R. Soman
know the real world you have to spend a morning in Judge Sandy Soto
LangerOs courtroom, where youOll hear the mother of a

A Marlene Spado Sandy Thomas
14Pyear-old boy tell the judge, OPlease take him out of Christine Spadola Barbara Thomlison
my house, I0m afraid heOs going to kill me or his brothers Michael A. Spence Karen Thompson

and sisters.O Or in Judge LedermanOs courtroom, where Nancy Spencer Camilla Grimelund Thomsen

parents are pPghting to get their children back but they Ruth Light Stanley Maxine Thurston
have nowhere to house them and no way to feed them Shontee Staten Betty Tibbetts

if they do get them back. My pet peeve is to hear people Mark Steel Jiska Timmer
complaining but refusing to get involved. If you think the Pam Steger Elizabeth Townsend

world needs to change, you have to do your part. Get Pamela Stephens

involved. Ann Stobs

...................... Coraline Stoltz g

I Elizabeth Schechter NT/NEED
Gwyneth Schenck p 70
Michael Scher

John Sacher

Ariel Sada

Don Sadler Jr. Karen Schillinger
Catherine Sailsbury Donr-1a Schmidt
Judith Salazar Laurie Scop

Adriana Seco
Anita Gail Segel
Dannaliz Segrera
Wendy Sejour
Daniele Selem
Elizabeth Settanni
David Sharfman
Anne Sheeran
Adam Shore

Terry Salloum
Senehir Sampaio
Sue Samuels

J. Michael Samway
Michael Samway
Barbara Sangetti
Carolyn Santos
Anne Sardina
Sheree Savar




Nancy Traad
Andy Treusch

Regina Undorfer
Lauren Kahn Uzarek

Myrna Vaca

Eda Valero-Figueira
Ester Valladares
Priscilla Vargas
Debra Jene Varon
Rosario Vazquez
Josey Velazquez
Candelaria Velez
Octavio F. Verdeja
Janet Vicedomini
Fernanda Vierma
Mayco Villafana
Alex Villalobos
Salvador Vizcarra
Sylvia Volckers

H. William Walker Jr.
Greer Davis Wallace
Maurice Wallace
Tammy Walmsley
Malaika Walton

Lillie Wargo

Claire Warren
Madge Warren
Bonnie Warshaw
Michelle Warshofsky
Annie Washington
Antoinette Washington
Sharon Watson

Judy Webb

Bonnie Webman
Marilyn Wechsler

Judy Webb Volunteer with Family

| am the chair
of a panel
that reviews
the cases

of teenagers
who are
preparing to
leave foster
=2k care at the
age of 18. Many of these young people have moved from
one foster home to another, carrying their belongings in a
trash bag, often losing their meager possessions along the
way. Most say they do not want to be adopted to protect
themselves from further hurt and disappointment.

| remember one 172 year old girl named Joyce who
still had a goal of adoption. She had a guardian ad litem
and a mentor who were actively involved in her life. They
attended a hearing to discuss what needed to be done to
get her ready to leave the system. Where would she live
when she turned 18? What were her plans for the future?

During the hearing the guardian said she knew how
much Joyce had wanted to be adopted and how deeply
sad she was that the goal would not be met.

Suddenly the mentor turned to the young woman.

"I never knew you wanted to be adopted,” she said.” |
love you. | would be honored to adopt you. | couldn’t hope
for a better daughter.” Everyone in the

room began to cry.

It was such a beautiful
moment. | later learned
that Joyce was adopted
two weeks before her
18th birthday.

The experience
taught me that we too
often assume a teenager
is not adoptable. Every A} :]:
child deserves to belong to — tfm ‘
someone who loves them. d/' dn'—]- M‘M’

We should never stop looking.

Gertrude Weiner
Robert Weiner

Berenice Weinstein
Glenda Whatley

Jos Willenberg

Miriam Williams

Sherri Wilson

Glenda Wingard-Symonette
Shari Witkoff

Barbara Wolk

Thelma Wooden-Milton
Carole Wynne

Sandra Yohros
Anita Youngkin

Stanley Zamor
Christina A. Zawisza
Angelica Zayas
Seymour Zeidman
Edward Zilewicz




The Honorable
Cindy S. Lederman

This year, Judge Cindy S. Lederman is
the recipient of Foster Care Review's
2009 Douglas M. Halsey Community
Service Award. The award is named in
honor of the rich volunteer legacy of
Miami attorney and founding Foster
Care Review board member, Doug
Halsey.

In her twenty years on the bench,
Judge Lederman has reached far beyond
the traditional role of the judiciary in
her passion for helping Miami‘s most
vulnerable citizens. In the struggle to get
attention for abused and abandoned
children, Judge Lederman has developed
a powerful national reputation, working
with prominent child development
scientists and advocates to bring the
work of the courts in line with science
and best practice in child development
and child welfare. The Miami
community, and Foster Care Review,
have been blessed to have Judge
Lederman as a willing and generous
partner.

Judge Lederman is a graduate of
The University of Florida and of the
University of Miami College of Law. She
was elected to the Miami-Dade County
Court in 1988. She was elevated to
the 11th District Circuit Court Juvenile
Division in 1994, and has been the
presiding judge of the Juvenile Court in
Miami-Dade County since 1999.

In addition to her responsibilities in
a courtroom known for its high volume

and high emotion, Judge Lederman
has found the time to be an active
researcher and presenter around the
country. Topics of her focus have

been family violence, early childhood
development for at- risk children, child
sexual abuse, infant mental health,
children with disabilities, adolescent girls
in detention and parenting. Her efforts
have lead to many innovative programs
in Miami that have been replicated in
other states.

Awards from her fellow advocates
are not new to Judge Lederman. They
have included recognition from the
Georgetown Public Policy Institute,
the Florida Chapter of the National
Association of Social Workers, The
Florida Commission on the Status of
Women, United Way of Miami Dade
County and the National Center for
State Courts.

While Judge Lederman has many
“best friends” in the world of child

advocacy, Foster Care Review and its
volunteers feel they are in a special
partnership with her. She believes and
supports the idea of citizen review
panels and has advocated for the
organization. She acknowledges how
the concerns and recommendations
developed by the panels help her and
her fellow judges in the work she cares
about so much.

"Qur circuit is fortunate to have a
foster care review program,” Judge
Lederman says. “The panels are able
to spend more time and bring varied
points of view and expertise to each
case, enhancing the capacity of the
court to help these children. The
judiciary relies on the caring, altruistic
foster care review volunteers who work
together to review the child welfare
system’s performance in meeting the
needs of the children and families.
These volunteers bring new perspectives
and expectations, and sometimes
new criticisms of what we in the child
welfare system are doing. All of which is
essential to continuing reform.”

As part of our 20th anniversary
celebration, Foster Care Review is proud
to honor the work of Judge Cindy S.
Lederman and her vital partnership with
our citizen review panels on behalf of
children.



Thanks to Our Family

In addition to our board members and volunteers, the Foster Care Review family
includes the wonderful organizations that fund our mission. Without these generous
organizations, our work could not continue.

ol

The Children'sTrust United Way of Miami-Dade

" DApE CovmuntTY FOUNDATION
MIAMI-

)

The Joseph H. and Florence A. Roblee Foundation
The North Dade Medical Foundation

The Sain Orr Royak DeForest Steadman
Foundation

The postcards used in this anniversary publication
come from the postcard project of Foster Care
Alumni of America, www.fostercarealumni.org. Our ‘ALUM N I

o ’ alf' Americo
thanks for permission to use these powerful pieces. i

FOSTER CARE"

Support FCR and Help a Child

For information about becoming a volunteer or making a financial contribution

to FCR, call Ana Maria Pozo, Executive Director at 305-573-6665, extension 110.
FCR is a 501c3 nonprofit organization.
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